Cardiopulmonary Bypass: Principles and Practice is the second edition to the original text of the same name. As a provisional fellow studying cardiac anaesthesia, it formed my "basic text" for understanding cardiopulmonary bypass. This edition is much bigger than the original and reflects the advances in our understanding of cardiopulmonary bypass, and the increasing complexity of surgical cases being undertaken. The original text was excellent and this edition is even better. It is organised into five major sections dealing with history, equipment, physiology and pathology, haematology and clinical applications. Each section is comprehensive and exhaustively referenced. The section authors have endeavoured to provide good diagrams and have frequently used graphs and tables reproduced from original publications. I am encouraged to see that new applications such as Port-Access cardiac surgery and minimal access surgery are being addressed. There are also frequent references to the utility of transoesophageal echocardiography in many aspects of the conduct of cardiopulmonary bypass. This represents relatively new technology since the first edition. I highly recommend this publication as "essential reading" for students and practitioners involved in cardiac anaesthesia or cardiopulmonary bypass.
C. ROYSE Melbourne, Vic. The "year book" series was devised in 1901 so the "abstract and comment" structure has been well tested. The current volume for our specialty, Year Book of Anesthesiology and Pain Management 1999, includes reports drawn from over 50 relevant journals. There are a few basic science reports but the focus is clearly "clinical". We all read anaesthesia journals but the "Year Book" also includes articles abstracted from the journals of many disciplines. This is, I believe, one of the major strengths of the series.
The "Year Books" do not compete with series like "Current Opinion" or "Recent Advances" which comprehensively cover areas of knowledge. The "Year Books" do however, provide glimpses of what is topical in anaesthesia, critical care and pain management. All the editors are based in the United States and most of the articles are drawn from U.S. journals. Whilst there are many articles from other parts of the world (including Anaesthesia and Intensive Care), only English language journals have been surveyed by the editors.
The commentary on each abstract usually identifies the one or two key points of the paper. However, some of the commentaries made by the reviewers seem very personal or opinionated and I am surprised that any paper that is described as "underwhelming" or having methodological flaws is included.
Overall, the 1999 Year Book is an interesting read. I wouldn't buy one for my own collection but I do think every departmental library should subscribe to the series. It would be an excellent source book for journal clubs and would be a very valuable adjunct to continuing professional learning.
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